Week 2 Devotional 
Day 2

In my own effort and attempt to do my own plans, I fail miserably.  I need to lean on the sufficient grace and design of God daily.  It has taken me several years to get to this point of my life.  I can identify a lot with Gideon when faced with an army that God called to be reduced from 32, 000 to 300 men in just a manner of a few commands!  It’s humbling to have that faith in God...but at the same time, it is glorious!  Today, let’s take a few minutes and examine what Paul offered to us in 2 Corinthians 12:9.  Make an extra effort and memorize it!


Paul so graciously connects us to the design lesson from Gideon in Judges 7.  Think about the life of Paul.  He was a guy with an incredible education of the Old Testament, a high ranking position in Judaism, and a well respected leader.  In Acts 9, he was radically saved by Christ and led to write many of our books in the New Testament.  If I can think of anyone in the New Testament that had a plan and an idea of how to fulfill that plan; that man would be Paul.  However, God’s design was to save him, lead him not to attack the church but to lead the church.  With all that background in mind, read this verse again.


What does it mean that God’s power is made perfect in weakness?  What thoughts come to your mind with that statement?  For me, that statement strikes at the core of God’s design over my strength.  I have no strength that compares to God’s strength.  I have no wisdom compared to God’s wisdom.  His power is made perfect in me and you, when we see our dependency on Him daily.  Just like Gideon, it would've been easier to march into battle with 32,000 warriors.  However, in God’s glorious power and might, He wanted to shine His victory with just 300 men.  His power was made perfect in the weakness and humility of Gideon’s faith!  His power is made perfect daily in your humble faith! 


So often, we get lost into the idea of our own strengths and goals.  Don’t get me wrong, it’s ok to have ideas of where you are going.  However, I want to challenge you today to trust more in His gracious design for your life and not just the way you want to do things.  Jeremiah 17:9 warns us that our hearts are wicked.  If we aren’t careful, our own prideful strengths can lead to sin.  


Today, let us trust Him and His power in us!  Let us rejoice that in our weakness, He is made strong.  He receives the glory.  We receive the joy of His presence and power!  See you tomorrow
